Geography 350 - Metropolitan Los Angeles

Spring 2010 -- Ticket #12408
Logistics:

Instructor: Ron Davidson

MW 12:30-1:45, Sierra Hall 108
Office hour:   W 10:00-11:00 a.m., SH 130L
Office phone: 818/677-3513

Email: rdavids@csun.edu
Webpage: http://www.csun.edu/~rdavids/
Course Description

This class explores historic and contemporary geographic patterns in one of the most diverse and dynamic cities in the world.  Approaching our subject from the perspectives of cultural and social geography, we will seek answers to two fundamental questions about Los Angeles:  how did it acquire its current socio-spatial form?, and how will its form change in the future?  In addition, we will focus on one a special topic for collective research:  the role of social capital in fostering urbanity in the San Fernando Valley.  The class stresses reading assignments and requires that students grapple with provocative and interesting articles and book chapters every week.  

Materials

All readings will be posted on the class website.  An effort has been made to ensure that the readings are in accessible format.  However, not all of the materials are fully accessible at the present time.  If you have special needs for accessible materials, see the instructor on the first day of class.  

Grading

Grading will be based on the following criteria:

In-class participation


10 points
Reading worksheet notebook 

10 points (5 points pre-midterm, 5 pre-final) 
Term paper

25 points


2 points for list of 5 scholarly sources on Feb 24, 2 for

 rough draft on April 12, 21 for final draft)
Midterm exam



20 points
Final exam



35 points

TOTAL



100 POINTS

Grades will be awarded based on a curve in which approximately 15% of students receive an A/A-, 30% B+/B/B-, 35% C+/C/C-, 10%D, 10%F.  The actual curve will vary depending on natural breaks in the final point distribution.

Academic Dishonesty and Cheating

There is a zero tolerance policy in this course for cheating and plagiarism. The university has policies on a variety of academic honesty and cheating, as well as other issue of importance. See the following policy: http://www.csun.edu/a&r/soc/legalnotices.html#facultypolicy 

Students with Disabilities

Students with disabilities must register with the Center on Disabilities and complete a services agreement each semester.  Staff within the Center will verify the existence of a disability based on the documentation provided and approve accommodations.  Students who are approved for testing taking accommodations must provide a proctor form to their faculty member signed by a counselor in the Center on Disabilities prior to making testing arrangements.  The Center on Disabilities is located in Bayramian Hall, room 110.  Staff can be reached at (818) 677-2684. 

Other campus-wide disclosures are available at: http://www.csun.edu/a&r/disclosures/disclosures.html
Schedule change information: http://www.csun.edu/anr/soc/pdf/fa08_adjust.pdf
Final exam schedule:http://www.csun.edu/anr/soc/pdf/fa08_finalexam.pdf 

Intended Outcomes 

In accordance with best teaching practices, course objectives are made transparent to students at the beginning of the semester.  These outcomes represent the knowledge and skill sets with which students are expected to demonstrate competency during the semester.  Assessment and evaluation tools used are designed to determine student success in acquiring these knowledge and skill sets.

Goal A: Building a Knowledge Base: Students in this course will identify and define key terms and concepts central to the content and discipline of urban geography.

Students will be able to define and explain key terms of interest to urban geographers such as urbanism, social capital and public space.  In addition, students will become familiar with disciplinary concepts and terms related to the production and dissemination of urban geographic knowledge through written texts (academic articles and book chapters).  ).  I am particularly concerned that students learn to distinguish scholarly from non-scholarly material and engage in scholarly material published by geographers.  Thus I have adopted a non-negotiable class policy regarding the term papers:  any term paper that is based on fewer than 5 scholarly, geographic sources will receive “0” points.  Students will NOT be given a chance to re-do their term papers once the deadline has passed.  
Assessment/Evaluation tool: Class discussions, reading worksheets, final essay, term paper.

Goal B: Acquiring Knowledge: Students will develop skills for acquiring new knowledge. 

Students will gain skill in reading and interpreting academic geography articles and book chapters.  They will learn how to apply these concepts to the analysis and interpretation of actual cultural artifacts.

Assessment/Evaluation tool: Class readings and discussions, reading worksheets, final essay.

Goal C: Problem Solving Skills: Students will demonstrate their problem solving skills. 

Students will apply what they have learned through textual analysis to actual cultural products.  

Assessment/Evaluation tool: term paper, final essay.
Goal D: Communicating Knowledge: Students in this course will be able to communicate ideas by using words, numbers, maps and other graphic devices. 

Students will effectively communicate ideas and opinions using textual, graphic or cartographic communication. 

Assessment/Evaluation tool: Reading worksheets, term paper, final essay.
Weekly schedule and assignments
Week 1:  
Getting Started 

W Jan 20: 
Introduction to Geography
Week 2: 
Historical Themes in the Cultural Geography of LA 

M  Jan 25: 
Schjeldahl, “To Pico”

Houston, “Six Reasons Why I Love Los Angeles” 
Baugh, “Site of Early Los Angeles” 
W Jan 27:
Weber, “The Spanish Legacy in North America and the Historical 




Imagination”
**Hand out term paper assignment (due May 5)
Week 3: 
Growth and Division 

M Feb 1:
McWilliams, “The Growth of a Legend”


McWilliams, “The Folklore of Climatology”
W Feb 3:
Fogelson, “From Pueblo to Town”
Week 4: 
Automobilia 

M Feb 8: 
Horvath, “Machine Space”


Banham, “Autopia”

W Feb 10
Sui, “Musings on the Fat City”
Week 5: 
The Rise and Fall of Suburbia? 
M Feb 15 
Jackson, “Federal Subsidy and the Suburban Dream”  

Video: “The End of Suburbia”
W Feb 17 
Video continued
Week 6: 
Space, Power and (In)justice
M Feb 22:
Davis, “Fortress L.A.”
W Feb 24:
Davis, “The Case for Letting Malibu Burn”


Hand in: list of 5 scholarly sources for term paper in Chicago Manual of Style

reference format
Week 7: 
Space, Power and more (In)justice
M March 1:
Pulido, “Rethinking Environmental Racism”
W March 3:
video: “Sa-i-gu”
Week 8: 
Midterm

M March 8: 
Midterm Exam 

W March 10 
Furlough Day 
Week 9: 
Water
M March 15
Reading: Reisner, “The Red Queen” (and water lecture)
W March 17
Video: “Mulholland’s Dream”

Week 10: 
Water part II
M March 22 
Video continued
W March 24
Furlough Day
Week 11: 
Nature
M March 29:
Davidson, “The Beach versus ‘Blade Runner’” 

McPhee, “Los Angeles Against the Mountains”
W March 31:
Cesar Chavez Day – holiday
Spring Break: April 5-10

Week 12: 
Term Paper Peer Review 
M April 12:
**Bring term paper draft to class for peer review 
W April 14:
No class - AAG

Week 13: 
World City 
M April 19 
Dear, “Postborder cities, Postborder World” and begin video, “Los Angeles 



Now” (54 min) 
W April 21
Video continued 
Week 14: 
Public Space 
M April 26
Fulton, “Cocoon Citizenship and Toon Town Urbanism”


Crawford, “Contesting the Public Realm”   

W April 28 
Loukatiou-Sideris, “Privatization of Public Open Space”
Week 15: 
Final exam review
M May 3 
Furlough Day 
W May 5
Final exam review 

**Term Papers Due
Final Exam: MAY 10, 2010   12:45 PM - 02:45 PM
